
Order for Worship in Many Places 
Parkrose Community United Church of Christ + Portland, Oregon 

November 28, 2021 /Advent 1C 
Close to Home/homesickness-Hope  

  
Welcome  

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 
Rejoice my sisters and brothers, for this is the day that our God has made. Let us rejoice and 
be glad in it. 

Prelude  Niki Farley                      

Gathering Song “Close to home” Sanctified Art  
https://sanctifiedart.org/videos/close-to-home-theme-song-by-barnaby-bright 

Prayer  in One Voice 

Let us acknowledge the awesome mystery embodied in every person.  Through us God 
comes to unique and personal expression. Let us give thanks for the abundance of life on 
this earth. Through it we and all people may be nourished. (Michael Morwood/adapt/pns) 
May it be so. 

Young People’s Time  Erica Martin 

Peace Meditation  

Drought brews conflict between OR ranchers, Native Americans 
Vast stretches of the Western U.S. are suffering under scorching temperatures, rampant 
wildfires and a years-long drought that's depleting lakes and reservoirs. The water scarcity is 
tearing apart one southern Oregon community where farmers, native tribes and endangered 
species are all struggling to survive this summer. Stephanie Sy has the story. 
https://allarts.org/programs/pbs-newshour/water-wars-1627936371/ 

Song “Those Who Dream” Sanctified Art, The Many 
https://vimeo.com/466280807?ref=em-share 

Modern Testimony 

I light one candle here for hope and it is like a small lamp, lighting a bedside table with open 
book, after a long day, the glow of heart monitor in ICU, a headlamp for a hiker on an 
unfamiliar trail, or a miner down a shaft, a toddler’s paw-patrol nightlight, or early-morning 
oven in a bakery. Maren Tirabassi  

Words from Tradition Luke 21:25-36 Walter Lersch   

Exploring the Word Close to Home/Homesickness Hope Pastor Dianne and Doug 

Silent Meditation on the Message 
  

https://sanctifiedart.org/videos/close-to-home-theme-song-by-barnaby-bright
https://allarts.org/programs/pbs-newshour/water-wars-1627936371/
https://vimeo.com/466280807?ref=em-share


Meditation  BORROWING HO PE  KATHY ESCOBAR  

It's not all on your shoulders. Look around. Borrow hope. Thoughts from Kathy Escobar from 
her Advent book, "Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas." 
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/borrowing-hope 

Prayers of the People  

As one heart is lifted, May we share its celebration. As one heart is burdened may we share 
the pain it knows. (Gretta Vosper/wwg ) Let us pray for the victims of the holiday parade.  Let us 
pray for 16 year old Anna, Travis and Erica’s niece who suffered a stroke this past week.  We 
pray for those who are food insecure. We pray for anyone sick with Covid and for their 
caregivers. We pray for the family and friends of those who have died from gun violence. I ask 
for prayers for my friend Ione who is experiencing heart issues. I pray a prayer of gratitude for 
Parkrose’s generous heart. Let us continue to pray for David Hohnstein and family.  

Praying in the Spirit of Jesus  

Gracious Spirit, who loves us like a mother, whose realm is blooming among us now. And 
within. We pray that your compassion guide us in every action. Give us what we need for 
each day, and help us to be satisfied with the miracle of that alone. Forgiver, whose 
embrace brings us to wholeness without our asking, may we reconcile ourselves to one 
another in humility. And may we cancel the crushing debts that imprison our neighbors so 
that communities of joy and health may flourish. May we neither profit from nor ignore evil. 
But ever work to abolish it with non-violence as we co-create the realm of peace in this 
world. Now and each day. Amen.  (BHesla/wsj) 

Sharing Signs of Peace gesture… peace from my heart to yours           

Connecting with the World 

Friends – our worship concludes, but our service continues. 
We didn’t just GO to church – WE ARE THE CHURCH  

Blessing and Response   Eagles Wings 

And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, Make you to shine like 
the sun, and hold you in the palm of  God’s Hand 

Life of the Community 

Our Offering to God and God’s Work 

Please continue to give to this congregation, by setting up monthly bill pay to the church 
through your bank or credit union.  Or use your credit card or PayPal: click the donate button 
on our website www.parkroseucc.org.  Writing a check and dropping it in the mail to us works 
really well, too! Let's make sure we support our church.  

 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/person/kathy-escobar
https://www.amazon.com/Weary-World-Reflections-Blue-Christmas/dp/0664266932
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/borrowing-hope
http://www.parkroseucc.org/

