
Order for Worship in Many Places 
Parkrose Community United Church of Christ  +  Portland, Oregon 

November 8, 2020 – Blasphemy of Hope 
  10:00 a.m. (livestream) 

Welcome 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 
Rejoice my sisters and brothers, for this is the day that our God has made. Let us rejoice and 
be glad in it. 

Prelude  Niki Farley 

Gathering Song  “In the Light of the Morning” Stefan Andre Waligur 

Prayer in One Voice  

We are in the story of the world. We are the world coming to know itself. May we trust that 
all we will ever say or do belongs in the story of the world.  (Ean Huntington Behr) Creating God, 
extend our vision to perceive that this is your world. You are in it. You pervade it. You enfold 
it. It is immersed in you. Open our eyes to see in the depth of reality to see that we dwell in 
you. May it be so. 

Young People’s Time Erica Martin 

Peace Moment “Talkin’ About a Revolution” Tracy Chapman  
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Zhi4-thnOX4 

“If I were President” PS 22 Chorus2020 Presidential Campaign Announcement   
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1076548072764749 

Song “Brother Son / Sister Moon” Macushla 

Modern Testimony 

Of all the tensions we must hold in personal and political life, perhaps the most fundamental 
and most challenging is standing and acting with hope in the “tragic gap.” On one side of that 
gap, we see the hard realities of the world, realities that can crush our spirits and defeat our 
hopes. On the other side of that gap, we see real-world possibilities, life as we know it could be 
because we have seen it that way. . . .If we are to stand and act with hope in the tragic gap and 
do it for the long haul, we cannot settle for mere “effectiveness” as the ultimate measure of 
our failure or success. Yes, we want to be effective in pursuit of important goals. But we must 
judge ourselves by a higher standard than effectiveness, the standard called faithfulness. (Parker 

Palmer) 

Words from Tradition    Matthew 25:1-13 Sharon Ericson  

Exploring the Word Blasphemy of Hope Pastor Dianne              

Silent Meditation on the Message 

Meditation Groundings with The Many – Resilience Darren Calhoun  
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=94fKJIzArIc 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Zhi4-thnOX4


Prayers  of the People 

As one heart is lifted, May we share it’s celebration. As one heart is burdened may we share 
the pain it knows. (Gretta Vosper/wwg )  We pray for our nation. We pray for those who still are 
evacuated, rebuilding and grieving because of the fires. Prayers for our immigrant brothers 
and sisters. We pray for David Hohnstein, recovering from surgery. We pray for Darline who is 
home on hospice. 

Praying in the Spirit of Jesus  

Gracious Spirit, who loves us like a mother, whose realm is blooming among us now. And 
within. We pray that your compassion guide us in every action. Give us what we need for 
each day, and help us to be satisfied with the miracle of that alone. Forgiver, whose 
embrace brings us to wholeness without our asking, may we reconcile ourselves to one 
another in humility. And may we cancel the crushing debts that imprison our neighbors so 
that communities of joy and health may flourish. May we neither profit from nor ignore evil. 
But ever work to abolish it with non-violence as we co-create the realm of peace in this 
world. Now and each day. Amen.  (BHesla/wsj) 

Sharing Signs of Peace  

Connecting with the World 

Friends – our worship concludes, but our service continues. 
We didn’t just GO to church – WE ARE THE CHURCH  

Blessing and Response   Justice and Joy 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice,…Justice and joy! 

Life of the Community 

Our Offering to God and God’s Work 

Please continue to  give to this congregation, by setting up monthly bill pay to the church 
through your bank or credit union.  Or use your credit card or PayPal:  click the donate button 
on our website www.parkroseucc.org.  Writing a check and dropping it in the mail to us works 
really well, too! Let's make sure we support our church.  

http://www.parkroseucc.org/

